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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1^29 is/are rejected. 

7) |3 Claim(s) 1_ is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1 is objected 
to under 37 CFR 1 .75(i). The claim should provide indentation for each element. Where 
a claim sets forth a plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim 
should be separated by a line indentation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1 966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Roediger (USP 6,622,887). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Roediger discloses a hand-held dispenser (1 0) for dispensing 
a multiplicity of unit products having a storage area for storing the unit products, an 
outlet opening (17,18) through which the unit products are dispensable from the 
dispenser, a dispensing mechanism actuable (37) to dispense the unit products through 
the outlet opening, and a dispensing indicator (32) for indicating the number of unit 
products left in, or dispensed from, the dispenser, the dispensing indicator being 
integrated with the dispenser such that it is automatically updated in response to the 
dispensing of the unit products therefrom (see column 4 lines 16-36). 

Regarding claim 2, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 in which the 
dispensing indicator has a display (45) to indicate the number of unit products left or 
dispensed (see Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 2 in which the 
dispensing indicator is adapted to represent the number of unit products left or 
remaining in graphical form on the display (see Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 3 in which the 
number of unit products is represented with numerical indicia. 

Regarding claim 5, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 2 in which the 
display is an electronic display. 

Regarding claim 6, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 wherein the 
dispensing indicator is an electronic indicator. 

Regarding claim 7, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 in which the 
dispensing indicator is a dispensing counter. 
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Regarding claim 8, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 wherein the 
dispensing indicator is operatively coupled to the dispensing mechanism such that the 
indicator is updated in response to actuation of the dispensing mechanism. 

Regarding claim 9, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 8 in which the 
dispensing indicator is operatively coupled to the dispensing mechanism through a 
detector which is adapted to detect actuation of the dispensing mechanism. 

Regarding claim 10, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 wherein the 
dispensing mechanism is operatively coupled to a detector, which is adapted to detect 
dispensing of unit products from the outlet opening, such that the dispensing indicator is 
updated in response to detection by the detector of dispensing of unit products from the 
outlet opening. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 9 in which the 
display is an electronic wherein the dispensing indicator has an electrical control circuit 
for controlling the display and the detector(s) is a trigger(s) for the circuit. 

Regarding claim 12, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 11 wherein the 
trigger(s) is a switch operable to trigger the circuit. 

Regarding claim 13, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 12 in which the 
dispensing indicator is operatively coupled to the dispensing mechanism through a 
detector which is adapted to detect actuation of the dispensing mechanism, and 
wherein the dispensing mechanism is adapted to operate the switch when actuated. 

Regarding claim 1 4, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 2 wherein the 
dispensing mechanism is operatively coupled to a detector, which is adapted to detect 
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dispensing of unit products from the outlet opening, such that the dispensing indicator is 
updated in response to detection by the detector of dispensing of unit products from the 
outlet opening, and wherein the switch is positioned so as to be operated by the unit 
product(s). 

Regarding claim 15, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 having the unit 
products. 

Regarding claim 16, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 5 wherein the 
unit products are pharmaceutical products. 

Regarding claim 1 7, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 6 wherein the 
pharmaceutical products are oral dosage forms. 

Regarding claim 18, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 15 wherein the 
unit products are pills. 

Regarding claim 19, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 in which the 
dispensing mechanism is adapted to dispense a predetermined number of unit products 
per actuation. 

Regarding claim 20, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 9 wherein the 
predetermined number is one. 

Regarding claim 21, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 1 wherein the 
storage area is provided in a first dispenser part and the dispensing indicator and outlet 
opening are provided in a second dispenser part attached to the first dispenser part. 

Regarding claim 22, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 21 wherein the 
dispensing mechanism is provided in the second dispenser part. 
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Regarding claim 23, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 21 wherein the 
first and second dispenser parts are releasably attached. 

Regarding claim 24, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 21 wherein the 
first dispenser part has an access opening through which the unit products are 
transferable from the storage area into the second dispenser part and the dispenser has 
a closure which is selectively connectable with the first and second dispenser parts to 
respectively close the access opening and the outlet opening. 

Regarding claim 25, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 24 wherein the 
closure is a cap. 

Regarding claim 26, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 24 wherein the 
closure, on the one hand, and the first and second dispenser parts, on the other hand, 
have co-operable connecting structures for selectively connecting the closure to the first 
and second dispenser parts. 

Regarding claim 27, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 26 wherein the 
connecting structures on the first and second dispenser parts are the same. 

Regarding claim 28, Roediger discloses the dispenser of claim 26 wherein the 
second dispenser part has a further connecting structure which is co-operable with the 
connecting structure of the first dispenser part which co-operates with the connecting 
structure of the closure to enable connection of the first and second dispenser parts. 

Regarding claim 29, Roediger discloses a dispensing module for attachment to a 
container for a multiplicity of unit products in the form of the second dispenser part of 
claim 22. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL K. COLLINS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8970. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M.K.C. /Gene Crawford/ 

6/17/2008 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3651 
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